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j Luba Trains S. Yemen Pilois

By David B. Otta‘\vay
Washingron Rost Stalf Writer

Cuba has begun training
1pnlots for Marxist-oriented
iSouth Yemen to fly the ad-
|.anced Mig-21 ;et fighters the
iSoviet Union is now supply-
ing to the Yemenis, according
ito wellinformed Washington
sources.

‘There are mote than 100
jCubans in South Yemen, many
mL them military adv1sers train-

ing the South Yemeni militia
iand air torce, the sources say.

An unspecified number of Ye-
meni pilots have also gone to
Cuba for training. .o

The arrival of Cuban mil-l

1
i
i
!

itary advisers.in large num- Saudi -

has become 2

let‘tist regime on the Arabhian
peninsula, which contains the
world’'s largest oil reserves,
appears to be linked to a step-
up in the delivery of Soviet
aircraft and other armns to the
country.

Strategically located at the
Red Sea’s entrancé, South Ye-
men, whose capital Aden was a
former British crown colony,

has provided the Soviets with|
their only toehold on the Ara- jTealization that the
bian peninsula.

The military bduildup there!
major concern!

matic” support and
military assistance.

.The presence of Cuban pi-
lots there has-led to specula-
tion that Cubans may have
been the unidentified foceign-
ers who flew two South Yem-

eni Migs in an attack on a Sa.
udi Arabian border post in
late March,

That attack and the Saudi
South
Yemenis are obtaining Mig-21s
are understood to have trig-
gered the Saudi decision to

increased

rocure either Phantom

not only of U.S, officials b”‘l?lghter-bombers from the

also of North Yemen and: United States or advanced Mx-
Arabia, whichy. have

bers in South.
AN

VAMEN, From Al

a5 from- France - to
<rvpe soviet eraft. - -

wWuile the Soviets are sup-
NS I xex}?n and iragj

1 seore than Y1 billion in
wary hardward, the United
«a3 nas decided to sell mas-
< amouats of /arms and aie-
ifo to  iran, baudL Arabia
aiavawalt,
5 i prospedtive and -ongo-
¢ U.S. arms deals with these
wee  oli-rich Persian . Gulf
s total /about ‘53 ‘billion,
‘ Aumng tx;ammo and servu:e
niracts, .
The ao»fet Amerlcan rivalry
1 the gulf 15 serving to aggra-
e the Aumerous existing in-
a-Araly contlicts.
chlnnt Secretary” of Stafe
U\O’DII J. Sisco told a Congres-
wanaly  committee  recently,
lieut goinyg into further de-
lds./ that the Mig-21s were
nout to hecome operational
i Bouth Yemen.
isco -said that the Sﬂudla
't a credible second-strike
apability against Mig-21s at-
eding  them from Irag or
nata Yemen, .
sHources here said the Sovief
‘ms huildup in South Yemen|
woan late last year, about
nen Novih aad South Yemen
adedd a0 two-monbh spate of
nrtier fighring by agreeiny to
riecation . of the two coun-1

.
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" overthrow _a conservative re-

~and stems primarily from the

.+ The Cubans provided a few

The precise number of Mig-
213 going to-South Yemen is
unctear, One- analyst said that
between ‘20 and 30 were in-
volved, but others say this
number is far too high, al-
though they concede the Yems-
enis might eventually get that
many.

The deliveries are said to be
continuing, and the total num-
ber of Migs, including earlier
model ones, in Yemeni hands
is said to total arounq 60.

South Yemen -is -the -only
Arab country where the Cu-
bang are actively involved in
a mlhtary assistance program
and in .backing. guerrillas to

gime. Cuban advisers in
South ' Yemen. are training
commandos. fighting in Dho-
far, the western province of
neighboring~.Oman, to over-
throw the sultan there. In
Africa] the - Cubans . have
trained ,anti-Portuguese guer-
rillas at camps in Guinea.
Cuban involvement in South
Yemen goes back many years

two governments' similar com-
anitments to socialist revolu-
tion based on the peasantry.

advisers to-the Nationat Liber-
ation . Front, the tuling party
i South Yemen, even DdDefora

the vountry’s independence in|
1967, and{ this continued after-
wards,

\7emen the only turned to the West tm dxpto—

, two South’ Yemeni Migs which

I e

A strengthening of the Cu-
van-Yemeni relationship came |
last November, -according to
Washington sources, when the
NLF secretary general Abdel
Fattah TIsmail, visited Cuba
and apparently arranged for a
large Cuban military mission
to help both in upgrading
South Yemen's 5,000-man peo-
ple’s militia zm(l m trammd
Mig pilots.

Cubans may have flown the

See YL‘/[L\' All Col. 1

aptacked the Saudi . bovder_l

post of Al Wadia March - ZZJ
although - sources here " note
that Pakistani mercenaries al-
so fly South Yemeni aircraft
and Soviet - military advisers
are stationed in the’ country.
However, it is regarded as
unlikely that Soviets would
have piloted the planes, whlch{
sources here say were 1 Wug 13s |
or Mig-17s.

The military buildup has
put a scare in the North Yem.
eni government, which has ob-
solete Soviet aircraft, none of
which is now operational ac-|
‘cording to sources here. |

So, North Yemen is pressing
the U.S. government for mili-
tary assistance. It reestab-
lisned diplomatic ties with
Washington last’ year, after:

VArab-lsraeli war.

hreaking them over the 19671

.‘,‘.'

!

« The Soviet Unica was anee b
the’ princinal bhacker o: both
Yemens, But it out oif mast of
its aid to tae Novth durin ¢ .ast
year's bordier fical.nd and any
sitce sided wacreasintly with
the South.

The two countmes, ooth coes
parately poor wirtiow e 0.0t
leum  resoucees,  ecaoan i,
themselves. o 0 unsiy oo
ment last Novemier wioehe
neither stile snows =sidns of ¢
wanting to Liolement.

In fact, resations nerwean:
the two Yemans have becune.
extremely teiize since the May
30 assassination in Taiz of She.
ikh Moharied Ali Osman, af

memher of the three-man Prvb
idential Council that rules!
|N0rth Yemen.

vorth Yemien charcen that

#hla assassins were South Yem-

eni infiltrarers. Yesterday. it:
announced the killing of three
“saboteurs” .rom the Sowa,
raising the iotal number oi'
alleged Sol:tiv Yemeni agenist
executed or kiiled in action to
16 in the past five weeks. |

The Martist resime in the.
South, witk 2 popiianion of !
only about 1.4 miuion eom-i
pared to the Yorth's estimated:

5 million, fes being absorhed -
by the far mnora conservative i

Nocth  Yelwewo  aovarnment,©
ki saned] e e

This s bl voa (o he e
main reason. {or the Souih's

current miliiay buildup.
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